
 

 
4 0 0  S W  8 t h  S T R E E T ,  S U I T E  D ,  D E S  M O I N E S ,  I A  5 0 3 0 9 - 4 6 8 7  

P H O N E : 5 1 5 - 2 8 1 - 5 1 5 7     F A X : 5 1 5 - 2 8 1 - 7 9 6 9     h t t p : / / w w w . d e n t a l b o a r d . i o w a . g o v  

KIM REYNOLDS, GOVERNOR 
ADAM GREGG, LT. GOVERNOR 

JILL STUECKER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

STATE OF IOWA 
IOWA DENTAL BOARD 

IOWA DENTAL BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
September 27, 2019 
Conference Room 

400 S.W. 8th St., Suite D 
Des Moines, Iowa 

 
Board Members    September 27, 2019 
Gregory Ceraso, D.D.S.,  Present 
Michael Davidson, D.D.S. Present 
Monica Foley, D.D.S. Present 
Lisa Holst, D.D.S. Present 
William McBride, D.D.S. Present 
Mary Kelly, R.D.H. Present 
Nancy Slach, R.D.H. Present 
Bruce Thorsen, Public Member Present 
Lori Elmitt, Public Member Present 

 
Staff Members 
Jill Stuecker, Christel Braness, Steven Garrison, Dee Ann Argo, David Schultz 
 
Attorney General’s Office 
Laura Steffensmeier, Assistant Attorney General 
 
Other Attendees 
Donnella Miller, Iowa Dental Hygienists' Association 
Bob Russell, Iowa Department of Public Health 
Miriam Burk, Iowa Dental Hygienists' Association 
Jennifer Pierce, Iowa Dental Hygienists' Association 
Tom Cope, Iowa Dental Hygienists' Association 
Francisco Olalde, University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine 
Lynh Patterson, Delta Dental of Iowa 
Laurie Traetow, Iowa Dental Association 
Zach Kouri, Iowa Dental Association 
Adam Freed, Iowa Dental Association 
Lori Pelke, Midwest Dental 
Jane Slach, Iowa Dental Assistants Association 
Sean Murphy, American Association of Orthodontists 
Charlotte Eby, LS2 Group 



Iowa Dental Board Meeting – OPEN SESSION – FINAL 
September 27, 2019 (Approved: 11/15/2019)  2 
 

Robert Baratta, Smile Direct Club 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER FOR SEPTEMBER 27, 2019 
 
Dr. McBride called the meeting of the Iowa Dental Board to order at 10:00 a.m., on Friday, 
September 27, 2019.  
 
Roll Call: 

A quorum was established with all members present. 
 

II. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Dr. McBride asked those in attendance to introduce themselves.  Dr. McBride allowed the 
opportunity for public comment. 
 
Dr. Zachary Kouri, Iowa Dental Association (IDA), commented on the proposed teledentistry rules 
and indicated that while the IDA was not opposed to the concept of teledentistry, they had some 
concerns about the proposed draft.  In particular, the IDA was uncertain how evidence-based 
dentistry standards would work in teledentistry and how follow up care would be facilitated in 
these situations.  Additionally, it was unclear how dentists would complete initial examinations 
for new patients via teledentistry. 
 
The IDA acknowledged that teledentistry might serve as an efficient way to provide supervision 
to dental hygienists and dental assistants to provide certain services, such as taking dental 
radiographs.  The IDA was concerned, however that some individuals may use simple pictures in 
an attempt to conduct an examination or make a diagnosis.  Additionally, the IDA had questions 
about how these services would be billed: screening versus diagnosis. 
 
In regards to the proposed legislation for the 2020 session, Dr. Kouri indicated that the IDA would 
continue working with the Board and other interested parties and believed that they were close to 
a compromise on the proposal.  The IDA would like a bit more time to explore another possibility. 
 
Mr. Sean Murphy, American Association of Orthodontists (AAO), stated that the AAO has been 
involved in the discussion about teledentistry in Iowa since it started.  Mr. Murphy echoed a 
number of Dr. Kouri’s comments and shared some of the AAO’s ongoing concerns.  The AAO 
was in favor of teledentistry with clearer requirements.  Mr. Murphy believed that the definition 
of teledentistry was too broad and that the rule as written may be confusing to practitioners.  Mr. 
Murphy referenced the regulation from New Mexico as a good example. 
 
Mr. Murphy continued to advocate for a requirement for physical proximity to the patient.  In 
particular, Mr. Murphy questioned how emergencies would be handled.  The rules reference a 
provision for assisting in emergency services; however, the AAO believed that this requirement 
was incomplete as drafted. 

Member McBride Foley Davidson Ceraso Holst Kelly Slach Elmitt Thorsen 
Present x x x x x x x x x 
Absent          
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Mr. Murphy questioned why the Board proposed striking the provision for calibration training.  
The AAO believed that calibration training would be beneficial for protecting the health and safety 
of the public. 
 
Regarding informed consent, IAC 650—27.12(5)b, Mr. Murphy was pleased to see that the 
requirement to inform the patient of the permanent practice location; however, he was concerned 
about the methods by which that information could be provided.  Mr. Murphy was in favor of 
requiring that this information be provided on a website and in writing to the patient.  
 
Mr. Murphy was in favor of the requirement in IAC 650—27.12(6) for an examination. Mr. 
Murphy, however, was concerned whether this should be more clearly defined to make clearer the 
requirements of an examination. 
 
In regards to IAC 650—27.12(7), Mr. Murphy was concerned that emergency rooms may become 
the way of responding to adverse teledentistry outcomes and did not believe that this would serve 
the healthcare of Iowans.  Patients should be able to get in contact with the providers to get answers 
to questions about the care that the patients received. 
 
Mr. Murphy commented on the provisions of IAC 650—27.12(8) regarding supervision.  Iowa 
law requires direct supervision for certain services.  Direct supervision allows the dentist to take 
over the care when appropriate.  Under teledentistry, the dentist may not be able to respond 
appropriately to these situations. 
 
Robert Baratta, Smile Direct Club (SDC), thanked the Board for their work in teledentistry.  Mr. 
Baratta stated that he has been involved with telemedicine rules and believed that the proposed 
rules closely align with requirements on the medical side.  Ultimately, the proposed rules would 
allow the practitioner to determine which services to provide or delegate using technology.  Mr. 
Baratta believed that this was appropriate. 
 
Mr. Baratta believed that it was counter-intuitive to require physical proximity to a patient when 
using teledentistry.  If the Board were to adopt require a physical proximity, the Board should use 
objective evidence to establish such requirements. 
 
Mr. Baratta commented on the proposal to require licensees to inform the patient of a permanent 
practice location and believed that this information was irrelevant.  Mr. Baratta stated that the 
nature of a practice location changes when licensees provide teledentistry services.  Mr. Baratta 
was in favor of requiring the licensee to provide contact information in lieu of a permanent physical 
address.  Mr. Baratta agreed with the requirement that all practitioners who provide services in 
Iowa hold an active license in Iowa. 
 
Dr. Russell, Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH), commented on the teledentistry rules with 
an emphasis on public health.  In too many cases, Iowans do not have a dental practice at which to 
receive dental treatment, and many of those are experiencing dental emergencies.  Approximately 
one third of Iowans are not accessing dental care because they cannot afford it.  Teledentistry may 
be a way to identify the needs of these patients and refer them for treatment; though, it may not 
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always result in permanent referral to a traditional brick-and-mortar practice.  Every day, patients 
are using emergency rooms to address dental emergencies.  Teledentistry may provide information 
that leads to other avenues of addressing access-to-care needs.   
 
Dr. Russell also recommended that the Board explore ways to remove restrictions on the locations 
where dental hygienists may practice.  Ideally, dental hygienists could practice at any location 
provided the services are performed in collaboration with a supervising dentist.  The current 
regulatory restrictions on practice location do not always serve Iowans well.   
 

III. APPROVAL OF OPEN SESSION MINUTES 
 

 August 2, 2019 – Quarterly Meeting 
 
 MOVED by HOLST, SECONDED by KELLY, to APPROVE the meeting minutes as 

drafted.  Motion APPROVED unanimously.  
 

IV. REPORTS 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Stuecker welcomed everyone to the new boardroom.  Ms. Stuecker stated that the Board was 
still working through the transition to the new space.  Ms. Stuecker welcomed those in attendance 
to offer comments and suggestions if there were any. 
 
Ms. Stuecker reported that the Board was nearing the end of the renewal period for dental assistants 
and dental hygienists.  The late fee will increase on October 1, 2019.  Licenses and registrations 
which have not been renewed by November 1, 2019 will lapse and become invalid on that date. 
 
Ms. Stuecker reported that the Board introduced electronic renewal cards this year.  Ms. Stuecker 
believed that this has worked well.  There appears to be some confusion regarding duplicate cards.  
Licensees and registrants may reprint and regenerate the e-cards as often as needed at no additional 
cost.  Licensees and registrants will only incur a fee if they prefer that the Board print and mail a 
hard copy.  Ms. Stuecker asked those in attendance to share this information with others. 
 
Ms. Stuecker shared data on renewal figures.  She noted that the majority of dental assistants hold 
a dental radiography qualification; and only a small number of dental assistants hold registrations 
without the radiography qualification.  The Board has noticed, however, that there continued to be 
some confusion between the two applications.  In some cases, dental assistants did not have a 
radiography qualification when they believed that they did.  The Board may want to explore 
options to resolve some of these issues as part of the ongoing regulatory review. 
 
Ms. Stuecker shared some preliminary numbers regarding the number of licensees and registrants 
who choose not to renew compared to the number of individuals who seek licensure and 
registration in Iowa. 
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Ms. Stuecker thanked the licensure staff, many of whom were not in attendance, for their assistance 
during renewal.  Ms. Stuecker noted that with the volume of renewals, staff were receiving and 
returning many phone calls.  Ms. Stuecker thanked everyone for their patience in cases where 
messages were not returned as quickly as normal. 
 
Dr. Davidson asked about transitioning to renewal based on birth month.  Ms. Stuecker stated that 
she has considered that; however, budgetary constraints would require a thorough review to 
determine that revenue would continue to meet expenditures. 
 
Ms. Stuecker reported on the two recent e-prescribing webinars that the Board offered in 
conjunction with the Iowa Board of Pharmacy (IBP).  Ms. Stuecker believed that the webinars 
were successful.  The e-prescribing mandate goes into effect on January 1, 2020.   
 
Ms. Stuecker provided a brief update on submitting an exemption request for e-prescribing.  Ms. 
Stuecker reported that there may be a new consideration, in the context of qualifying for an 
exemption, in terms of low volume.    
 
Ms. Steffensmeier provided an update on the recent IBP meeting where some of these waivers 
were discussed.  The IBP granted some exemptions in cases where licenses prescribed less than 
10 non-controlled substance prescriptions a year.  The IBP granted a waiver to an orthodontist who 
only writes antibiotic prescriptions a few times a year.  Ms. Steffensmeier noted that at least one 
of the e-prescribing vendors offered that service free of charge.  The IBP has extended the deadline 
to request an exemption of the e-prescribing requirement for review prior to the effective date.  
The IBP will review those requests at their meeting in November 2019. 
 
Ms. Stuecker reported that Mr. Garrison has been employed with the state of Iowa for more than 
five years.  Mr. Garrison worked at the Iowa Board of Medicine prior to coming to the Iowa Dental 
Board.  Ms. Stuecker thanked Mr. Garrison for his service and provided an overview of the work 
that he provides to the Board. 
 
BUDGET REPORT 
 
Ms. Stuecker reported that the Board has been provided a copy of financial status report for the 
final close out of FY2019.  The Board carried forward approximately $20,000 more than originally 
projected. 
 
Ms. Stuecker provided an update on the FY2020 budget.  This was largely a status quo budget, 
with the exception of a substantial increase to IT costs related to AMANDA database upgrades.  
The upgrades should make the database more user friendly.   
 
Ms. Stuecker anticipated sufficient fees to cover expenses for FY2020.  Depending upon the final 
cost of the upgrades, there could be revenue shortages in future fiscal years.  Board staff will 
continue to review these numbers and continue to report to the Board. 
 
Mr. Thorsen asked whether the Board could revise the budget.  Ms. Stuecker indicated that 
revisions were allowed.  Mr. Thorsen then asked if expenses could exceed the revenue received.  
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Ms. Stuecker stated that the Board could not do that.  Iowa Code requires the Board to establish 
fees that would provide sufficient revenue to cover its expenses.  
 
ANESTHESIA CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

 Actions Taken by the Committee on General Anesthesia & Moderate Sedation Permit 
Applications 

 Other Committee Recommendations, if any 
 
Ms. Braness provided an overview of the committee’s recent meeting and recommendations.  
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

 Vote on Recommendations: Continuing Education Course Applications 
 Vote on Recommendations: Continuing Education Sponsor Applications 
 Other Committee Recommendations, if any 

 
Ms. Elmitt provided an overview of the committee’s recommendations. 
 
 MOVED by THORSEN, SECONDED by KELLY, to APPROVE the continuing education 

courses for credit as recommended. Motion APPROVED.  Dr. Davidson abstained. 
 
 MOVED by KELLY, SECONDED by HOLST, to APPROVE the sponsor application as 

requested.  Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
LICENSE APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

 Vote on Jessica Meyermann, R.D.A., Application for Reinstatement 
 
Ms. Stuecker provided a brief overview of the application.  Ms. Stuecker noted that staff received 
additional information after the meeting materials were distributed.  If the Board wished to discuss 
that information, the discussion would need to occur in closed session in accordance with Iowa 
Code Section 21.5(1)a.  The Board agreed to discuss in closed session due to the nature of new 
materials reviewed.   
 
DENTAL HYGIENE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

 Committee Meeting Overview 
 Recommendations for Board Discussion  
 Items for Ratification  

 
Ms. Kelly provided an overview of the committee meeting held earlier that day.   
 
Ms. Kelly reported that the committee recommended adoption of the teledentistry rules as drafted. 
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The Dental Hygiene Committee began the formal discussion of rules related to the scope of 
practice for dental hygiene. The committee will continue to review these rules for potential 
revisions. 
 
Ms. Kelly noted that the November 2019 Dental Hygiene Committee meeting has been scheduled 
for Thursday, November 14, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. to accommodate the medical and dental healthcare 
integration conference sponsored by the Harkin Institute at Drake University on November 15, 
2019. 
 
Ms. Kelly stated that committee also discussed issues related the use of local anesthesia by dental 
hygienists.  Part of the discussion focused on whether the Board should continue to require a 
separate permit, or whether the Board should simply require completion of Board-approved 
training similar to the administration and monitoring of nitrous oxide.  The committee will 
continue to discuss this as part of the regulatory review to update the scope of practice rules. 
 
Ms. Kelly reported that the committee discussed recent questions about myofunctional therapy.  
The discussion focused on whether a dental hygienist could have a separate business to provide 
myofunctional therapy services.  The Dental Hygiene Committee and the Board previously 
determined that myofunctional therapy fits within the scope of practice for dental hygiene; 
however, that service would require supervision by a dentist.   
 
The recent questions raised possible concerns about the delegation and supervision of those 
services and to what extent delegation and supervision could be separated.  The committee 
determined that dental hygienists and dentists would need to comply with all provisions of Iowa 
Administrative Code 650.  It was not the intention of the committee to dictate the details of those 
arrangements. 
 
EXAMINATION REPORTS  
 

 CRDTS – Dental Steering Committee 
 
Dr. Foley reported the Steering Committee met in August 2019.  Much of the discussion focused 
on the future of CRDTS.  This year, there were only six dental examination sites, which was a 
significant reduction from previous years.  The number of dental hygiene examination sites has 
remained consistent.  The CDCA and WREB have presented to CRDTS about some options 
moving forward.  CRDTS has not made any decisions regarding those discussions. 
 
Dr. Foley provided an overview of the examination review committee meeting on behalf of Dr. 
McBride.  CRDTS will be making a few changes to the dental examination in 2021.  The changes 
include portions of the exam related to crowns, intraoral and extraoral examinations, and calculus 
detection. 
 

 CRDTS – Dental Hygiene Examination Review Committee  
 
Ms. Slach reported that the committee did not meet recently. 
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Ms. Kelly commented in response to Dr. Foley’s report and indicated that the number of dental 
hygiene examination sites has increased.  
  

 CRDTS – Dental Examination Review Committee 
 
Dr. Foley reported on this during the report of the Steering Committee. 
 

 WREB – Dental Examination Review Committee  
 
Dr. Davidson reported that the committee was scheduled to meet in November 2019. 
 

 WREB – Dental Hygiene Examination Review Committee 
 
Ms. Kelly reported that the committee was scheduled to meet on November 15, 2019.  Ms. Kelly 
will not be attending due to the scheduling conflict with the Dental Hygiene Committee and Iowa 
Dental Board meetings. 
 
IOWA PRACTITIONER PROGRAM REPORT  
 

 Quarterly Update 
 
Mr. Garrison provided an update on the committee. There were currently 12 active participants.  
Two of the participants were dental hygienists and ten were dentists.  
 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 
 

 Review of 2019-2020 Regulatory Plan 
 
Mr. Garrison provided an overview of the updated regulatory plan.   
 

 Discussion and Vote on Proposed Notice of Intended Action (Remediation) 
 
Ms. Stuecker provided an overview of proposed revisions to remediation requirements for dental 
assistant applicants.  Ms. Stuecker reported that there were limitations on the extent to which staff 
can monitor and ensure compliance with remediation requirements.  Staff is currently unable to 
prevent applicants from retesting prior to completing remediation. 
 
Ms. Stuecker asked the Board for direction on this matter.  Staff could devote more resources to 
monitoring and addressing remediation; however, this would require a substantial increase in staff 
resources.  Dr. Davidson did not see value in diverting additional resources to monitor this 
requirement.   
 
Ms. Slach wondered whether dental assistants should be required to go to school to become 
registered.  Ms. Stuecker did not believe that the current regulatory environment would support 
this. 
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Dr. Foley questioned if it would be worthwhile to make the resources available and make 
remediation optional.  Ms. Stuecker noted that option one would eliminate the requirement for 
remediation.  The Board would have discretion as to whether to continue making the resources 
available. 
 
 MOVED by KELLY, SECONDED by DAVIDSON, to APPROVE option one as drafted.   

 
Dr. Holst referenced previous Board discussions about outsourcing the registration examinations 
and inquired about the timeline of this.  Ms. Stuecker noted that Ms. Braness was in the process of 
completing the procurement training needed to issue a request for proposal. 
 
Ms. Slach recommended that the Board continue to require remediation.  Ms. Slach believed that 
remediation may be important to ensuring necessary competency.  Dr. McBride understood Ms. 
Slach’s concerns; however, he noted that dental assistants are more closely supervised and the risk 
to the public was less. 
 
 Vote taken. Motion APPROVED.  Ms. Slach and Mr. Thorsen dissented. 

 
 Discussion and Vote on ARC 4359C, Proposed Adoption and Filing (Teledentistry) 

 
Mr. Garrison provided an overview of the history of the rulemaking.  The Board held two public 
comment periods, which included a public hearing.  The draft before the Board was a compromise 
based on the divergent comments.  The rules were eligible for vote. 
 
 MOVED by KELLY, SECONDED by DAVIDSON, to ADOPT and FILE the rules with 

an amendment to subrule 27.12(5)b to strike the word “permanent” from the proposed draft 
and make reference “practice location” to be more consistent with other rules.  Motion 
APPROVED unanimously. 

 
 Discussion and Vote on ARC 4526C, Proposed Adoption and Filing (Military Spouses) 

 
Mr. Garrison provided an overview of the rulemaking.  The rule making implemented the 
provisions of 2019 Iowa Acts, House File 288. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by KELLY, to ADOPT and FILE the rules as drafted.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 

 Discussion and Vote on ARC 4526C, Proposed Adoption and Filing (Student Loan 
Default) 

 
Mr. Garrison provided an overview of the rulemaking.  The rule making implemented the 
provisions of 2019 Iowa Acts, Senate File 304. 
 
 MOVED by KELLY, SECONDED by HOLST, to ADOPT and FILE the rules as drafted.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
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 The Board took a brief recess at 10:50 a.m. 
 The Board reconvened at 11:01 a.m. 

 
VI. LEGISLATIVE UPDATES 

 
 Discussion on Board Legislation for 2020 

 
Ms. Stuecker reported that she continued to discuss the proposed legislative priorities with 
interested parties.  Overall, there have been productive conversations.  There was still time to 
continue the discussion to find a compromise.   
 
Dr. McBride thanked the interested parties for their time and assistance on this.  Dr. McBride 
believed that the changes could yield benefits and hoped that the interested parties could reach a 
compromise.   
 
Ms. Stuecker provided a more detailed summary of some of the proposals, and the reasoning for 
exploring these changes.  Ms. Stuecker noted that this will come back for discussion and action at 
the November 2019 meeting. 
 

VII. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 Update on November 2019 Board Meeting 
 
Ms. Stuecker reported that the schedule for the November meeting would be different due to the 
conference at the Harkin Institute at Drake University.  The Dental Hygiene Committee will meet 
on Thursday, November 14, 2019.  The Executive Committee will meet via teleconference.  The 
Board will hold a shortened meeting on Friday, November 15, 2019 to accommodate those who 
wish to attend the conference. 
 
Ms. Stuecker asked the Board members what time they preferred to start the Board meeting on 
November 15.  Following a brief discussion, the Board members agreed to start the meeting at 
8:00 a.m. 
 

 Request for Continuing Education Exemption: Kari Goodwin, R.D.A. 
 
Ms. Stuecker provided an overview of the request for continuing education exemption.  The Board 
could grant an exemption or an extension.  Ms. Goodwin was currently on a leave of absence; 
though, she intended to return to practice in the future. 
 
Dr. Holst inquired about the previous continuing education hours that Ms. Goodwin reported to 
the Board.  Ms. Stuecker noted that the referenced course was a requirement of a prior Board order 
and did not fulfill the requirements for renewal. 
 
Dr. McBride asked about the historical treatment of these cases.  Ms. Braness stated that the Board 
has decided these on a case-by-case basis.  In cases where the Board preferred that the licensee or 
registrant complete the continuing education hours, the Board often granted a 6-month extension.  
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The Board members discussed the circumstances in this case, as well as the option for self-study 
courses for some of the hours. 
 
 MOVED by DAVIDSON, SECONDED by THORSEN, to GRANT an EXTENSION of 

six months.  Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 

 Information on Handing E-Prescribing Violations 
 
Ms. Stuecker reported on the information prepared by Ms. Steffensmeier proposing ways to 
address violations.  Ms. Stuecker stated that after joint meetings with the Boards of Pharmacy, 
Medicine and Nursing there was consensus that there is not currently a need to write administrative 
rules to address this, as the statute establishes the requirement.  Ms. Steffensmeier has drafted a 
policy that the Board could use to respond to violations.  The e-prescribing requirement becomes 
effective January 1, 2020. 
 

 Update on Strategic Plan 
 
Ms. Stuecker reported that the Board previously discussed an update to the strategic plan.  Ms. 
Stuecker has spoken with the individual who provided this service to the Iowa Board of Pharmacy.  
Ms. Stuecker provided an overview of what that process would entail.  The approximate cost was 
$8500.  Ms. Stuecker suggested two separate sessions to take place during open session Board 
meetings.  The team charter could be completed during the April 2020 Board meeting and the 
strategic plan could be discussed during the August 2020 meeting.  Ms. Stuecker will continue to 
work on this. 
 

 Discussion about Expanded Functions and Engagers in the Use of Aligners 
 

Ms. Stuecker reported on this request.  Staff had been uncertain how to respond to the question 
and it was referred to the Board.  After reviewing this further, it appeared that the terminology 
caused the misunderstanding.  Board staff believed that this would fall under bonding systems.  
The Board agreed. 
 
 The Board took a brief recess at 11:18 a.m. 
 The Board reconvened at 11:28 a.m. 

 
CLOSED SESSION: 
 
 MOVED by MCBRIDE, SECONDED by ELMITT, to go into CLOSED session pursuant 

to Iowa Code section 21.5(1)(a), to review or discuss records which are required or 
authorized by state or federal law to be kept confidential; pursuant to Iowa Code section 
21.5(1)(d), to discuss whether to initiate licensee disciplinary investigations or 
proceedings; and pursuant to Iowa Code section 21.5(1)(f), to discuss the decision to be 
rendered in a contested case conducted according to the provisions of chapter 17A.   

 
ITEMS FOR REVIEW AND DISCUSSION  

a. Closed Session Minutes, August 2, 2019 (21.5(1)(a)) 
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b. Compliance with Board Orders (21.5(1)(d)) 
c. Complaints and Investigative Reports (21.5(1)(d)) 
d. Combined Statement of Charges, Settlement Agreement and Final Order (21.5(1)(d) &    

21.5(1)(f)) 
e. Notice of Hearing and Statement of Charges (21.5(1)(d)) 
f. Malpractice Reports (21.5(1)(d)) 

 
Roll Call: 

The motion was APPROVED by roll call. 
 

 The Board convened in closed session at 11:29 a.m. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by CERASO, to RETURN to OPEN session. Motion 

APPROVED unanimously. 
 

 The Board returned to open session at 2:24 p.m. and took a brief recess. 
 The Board reconvened at 2:30 pm 
 

DISCUSSION AND VOTE ON MOU WITH IDPH 
 
Ms.  Sarah Reisetter, deputy director of the IDPH, appeared before the Board to discuss the MOU, 
pursuant to legislation signed into law regarding oversight of the executive directors of the Boards 
of Dentistry, Medicine, Pharmacy and Nursing.  Ms. Reisetter summarized the current draft of the 
MOU before the Board.  The MOU would clarify the roles of the department and the Board, as 
well as addressing the processes required by the changes to Iowa Code. 
 
Ms. Reisetter noted that the shared services language was removed from this draft following 
further discussion.  If needed, the department may enter into additional agreements to handle those 
matters separately.   
 
The MOU also established the primary basis and method for communication.  The MOU also 
provides instruction for formal feedback from the Board during the annual evaluation of the 
Board’s executive director.  IDPH will process all of the paperwork. 
 
The MOU stipulated that the department would attend at least one board meeting per year. 
 
Mr. Thorsen stated that he worked under a similar document in the past and that it worked well.  
Mr. Thorsen believed that MOU as drafted was thorough.  Mr. Thorsen asked about salary-related 
issues.  Ms. Reisetter stated that the Department of Administrative Services (DAS) handled those 
matters.  The state’s guidelines require that salary offers start at the bottom of the pay scale; 
however, there were provisions for negotiations that could increase the starting salary.  DAS has 
formulas that they use to determine what salary would be appropriate. 
 

Member McBride Foley Davidson Ceraso Holst Kelly Slach Elmitt Thorsen 
Yes x x x x x x x x x 
No          
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Ms. Elmitt asked what the policy was when an employee reached the top of the pay scale.  Ms. 
Reisetter reported that the state offered cost of living adjustments on occasion; however, the salary 
was not guaranteed to increase beyond that. 
 
If approved, Ms. Reisetter will send Ms. Stuecker a final draft of the MOU for signature. 
 
 MOVED by THORSEN, SECONDED by CERASO, to APPROVE the MOU as drafted.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
Ms. Reisetter thanked Ms. Steffensmeier for her assistance in the drafting of the MOU. 
 
 MOVED by MCBRIDE, SECONDED by SLACH, to RETURN to CLOSED session 

pursuant to Iowa Code section 21.5(1)(a), to review or discuss records which are required 
or authorized by state or federal law to be kept confidential; pursuant to Iowa Code section 
21.5(1)(d), to discuss whether to initiate licensee disciplinary investigations or 
proceedings; and pursuant to Iowa Code section 21.5(1)(f), to discuss the decision to be 
rendered in a contested case conducted according to the provisions of chapter 17A.   

 
Roll Call: 

The motion was APPROVED by roll call. 
 

 The Board reconvened in closed session at 2:41 p.m. 
 
 MOVED by DAVIDSON, SECONDED by ELMITT, to RETURN to OPEN session.  

Motion Approved Unanimously. 
 

 The Board reconvened in open session at 3:16 p.m. 
 
OPEN SESSION 

 
ACTION, IF ANY, ON CLOSED SESSION AGENDA ITEMS 
 

a. Closed Session Minutes: June 7, 2019 
 
 MOVED by SLACH, SECONDED by DAVIDSON, to APPROVE the closed session 

minutes for the August 2, 2019 quarterly meeting.  Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 

b.   Compliance 
 
 MOVED by SLACH, SECONDED by DAVIDSON, to DENY the request to terminate 

probation in the Matter of Masih Safabakhsh, D.D.S., file number 10-059.  Motion 
APPROVED unanimously.                              

 

Member McBride Foley Davidson Ceraso Holst Kelly Slach Elmitt Thorsen 
Yes x x x x x x x x x 
No          
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 MOVED by SLACH, SECONDED by THORSEN, to CLOSE in the Matter of Steffany L. 
Mohan, D.D.S., file numbers 14-0081, 15-0048.  Motion APPROVED unanimously. 

 
c.   Disciplinary Orders 

 
 MOVED by FOLEY, SECONDED by KELLY, to APPROVE the Combined Statement of 

Charges, Settlement Agreement and Final Order as proposed in the Matter of Erin 
McLaughlin-Harkin, D.D.S., file numbers 18-0203, 19-0028.  Motion APPROVED 
unanimously. 

 
 MOVED by KELLY, SECONDED by SLACH, to APPROVE the Voluntary Surrender of 

Dental Hygiene License as proposed in the Matter of Kathryn Bryant-Holterhaus, R.D.H., 
file number 19-0095.  Motion APPROVED unanimously. 

 
 MOVED by FOLEY, SECONDED by MCBRIDE, to APPROVE the Notice of Hearing 

and Statement of Charges as proposed in the Matter of Thomas Cooney, D.D.S., file 
number 19-0044.  Motion APPROVED unanimously. 

 
d.   Action on Cases 

 
 MOVED by FOLEY, SECONDED by KELLY, to KEEP OPEN file number 19-0100.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by FOLEY, SECONDED by KELLY, to CLOSE file number 19-0105.  Motion 

APPROVED unanimously.  Mr. Thorsen recused himself. 
 
 MOVED by FOLEY, SECONDED by KELLY, to KEEP OPEN file number 19-0113.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously.  Dr. McBride recused himself. 
 
 MOVED by FOLEY, SECONDED by KELLY, to KEEP OPEN file number 19-0060.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously.  Ms. Kelly recused herself. 
 
 MOVED by FOLEY, SECONDED by KELLY, to KEEP OPEN file number 19-0065.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by FOLEY, SECONDED by KELLY, to CLOSE file number 19-0112.  Motion 

APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to KEEP OPEN file number 19-0047.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to CLOSE file number 19-0063.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to KEEP OPEN file number 19-0061.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
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 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to CLOSE file number 19-0075.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to CLOSE file number 19-0077.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to CLOSE file number 19-0096.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to CLOSE file number 19-0097.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to CLOSE file number 19-0102.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to CLOSE file number 19-0106.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to CLOSE file number 19-0107.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to CLOSE file number 19-0108.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to CLOSE file number 19-0123.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to KEEP OPEN file number 19-0064.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by ELMITT, SECONDED by THORSEN, to CLOSE file number 19-0076.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by DAVIDSON, SECONDED by SLACH, to KEEP OPEN file number 18-0100.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously.  Ms. Kelly recused herself. 
 
 MOVED by DAVIDSON, SECONDED by SLACH, to CLOSE file number 18-0187.  

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by DAVIDSON, SECONDED by SLACH, to KEEP OPEN file number 19-0062. 

Motion APPROVED unanimously.  Dr. Ceraso recused himself. 
 
 MOVED by DAVIDSON, SECONDED by SLACH, to KEEP OPEN file number 18-0102. 

Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
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 MOVED by DAVIDSON, SECONDED by SLACH, to KEEP OPEN file number 18-0108.  
Motion APPROVED unanimously. 

 
 MOVED by KELLY, SECONDED by FOLEY, to CLOSE file number 19-0054.  Motion 

APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by KELLY, SECONDED by FOLEY, to CLOSE file number 19-0104.  Motion 

APPROVED unanimously. 
 
 MOVED by THORSEN, SECONDED by SLACH, to APPROVE the reinstatement of 

Jessica Meyermann’s dental assistant registration. Motion APPROVED unanimously. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
 MOVED by KELLY, SECONDED by ELMITT, to ADJOURN the meeting. Motion 

APPROVED unanimously. 
 
The Board adjourned its meeting at 3:20 p.m. on September 27, 2019. 
 
NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD 
 
The next quarterly meeting of the Board is scheduled for November 15, 2019, in Des Moines, 
Iowa. 
 
These minutes are respectfully submitted by Christel Braness, Program Planner 2, Iowa Dental 
Board. 


