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Board Calendar and Meeting Schedule 

Board Meeting Schedule 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Online Services Website 
The online services website allows practitioners to make application for initial license/registration, and 
renewal online. It also allows them and other members of the public to submit requests electronically. 
Additionally, it allows members of the public to query and verify the licensure/registration status of 
practitioners. 

2017 Quarterly Meetings*              2017 Teleconferences* 
January 26                                   April 4 
April 12                                       April 27 
July 13                                                         May 18  
October 13                                           August 30 
                                                             September 26 
                                                             November 9 
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Licensure & Registration Data 
 
Please note: Some data is limited to the periods of 2013 to 2017 because the Iowa Dental Board transitioned 
to a new licensure database (AMANDA) on June 3, 2013. This was the first year that online renewal and 
other services were made available to licensees. 

Initial Licensure & Registration Data 

The following data includes new applications issued for all dental, dental hygiene, dental assistant, dental 
assistant trainee, and permit applications. Since 2010, there has been a 77% increase in the total number of 
licenses, registrations, permits and qualifications issued by the Iowa Dental Board.  
 

 

Initial Licensure: Dentists 

 

Since 2016, there has been a 29% increase in the number of dental licenses, faculty permits and resident 
dental licenses issued. 
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In 2017, the number of applicants in most age groups increased over previous years. The majority of dentists 
are issued Iowa licenses before the age of 40. 
 

 
 

*This data also includes information about the age at the time of of reinstatement and reactivation of an 
Iowa license, in addition to applications for initial license. 
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The majority of Iowa dentists attended dental school at the University of Iowa College of Dentistry. Though, 
a consistent number of licensees graduated from dental school in Nebraska. 
 

 
 

In January 2017, the Iowa Dental Board began accepting examination results from all of the regional clinical 
testing agencies.  The following graph shows the breakdown of examinations reported on applications for 
dental license. 
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Pursuant to Iowa Administrative Code 650 – Chapter 29, dentists who wish to administer moderate 
sedation or deep sedation/general anesthesia in Iowa, must obtain a sedation permit. Following an 
increase in the number of permits issued in 2013, the issuance of sedation permits have returned to a more 
constant average. 
 

 
 

Initial Licensure: Dental Hygienists 
 

Although there was a slight decrease in the number of dental hygiene licenses and local anesthesia permits 
issued since 2016, the overall number has increased over previous years. 
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In January 2017, the Iowa Dental Board began accepting all regional clinical examinations. The following 
data shows all of the the clinical examinations reported on the applications for license. 
 

 

0

5

10

15

20

25

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

DMACC 20 21 17 20 19 23 20 22

Hawkeye CC 17 16 16 18 20 17 15 16

Iowa Central CC 12 12 12 11 10 8 9 17

Iowa Western CC 8 8 10 7 19 12 12 6

Kirkwood CC 18 14 23 16 6 13 14 18

Dental Hygiene School Reported on 
Initial Application for License

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

ADEX CRDTS OTHER SRTA WREB

Dental Hygiene Clinical
Examinations

5 125 11 0 1

Dental Hygiene Clinical Examinations Reported on 
Initial Application for License



IOWA DENTAL BOARD 2017 ANNUAL REPORT 15 

A majority of dental hygienists receive an Iowa dental hygiene license before the age of 30. 
 

 
 

*Includes applications for reinstatement and reactivation, in addition to applications for initial license. 
 

Initial Registration: Dental Assistants 

 
In Iowa, dental assistants may practice upon being issued registration as a dental assistant or being issued 
dental assistant trainee status pursuant to Iowa Administrative Code 650 – Chapter 20.  
 
In Iowa, there are several classifications for dental assistants:   
 Registered dental assistants (RDA) may practice as a dental assistant in Iowa but are prohibited from 

taking dental radiographs. 
 Registered/qualified dental assistants (QDA) may practice as a dental assistant in Iowa and may also 

take dental radiographs. 
 Non-registered qualified assistants (XDA) are Iowa-licensed nurses who are eligible to take dental 

radiographs. 
 Dental assistant trainees are dental assistants who work under personal supervision while they are 

being trained as dental assistants. Personal supervision requires that another licensee or registrant 
be in the room with them at all times. 
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Since 2010, there has been a 25.4% increase in the number of registrations issued. During the same period, 
the number of dental assistant trainees increased by 463.8%. 

 

 

Prior to becoming registered as a dental assistant, applicants must meet examination, and education and 
training requirements. Applicants are tested in the areas of infection control/hazardous materials, 
jurisprudence and dental radiography. 
 

 

*The number of dental assistant trainees issued in 2017 in the graph above do not include the dental 
assistants who applied for a restart of the trainee status. In some cases, dental assistant trainees apply for a 
restart of the dental assistant trainee status in order to complete the requirements for registration. Trainee 
restarts were issued as follows: 

o 2014: 31 
o 2015: 41 

 

o 2016: 50 
o 2017: 65 
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At the time of issuance of dental assistant trainee status or registration, most dental assistants are between 
the ages of 20-29. 

 

 

 

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

<20 20‐29 30‐39 40‐49 50‐59 60‐69 70‐79

2013 5 179 51 17 6 1 0

2014 9 235 55 31 10 1 0

2015 9 233 61 20 12 1 0

2016 19 256 60 23 17 1 0

2017 20 214 63 22 6 1 0

Age of Dental Assistants at the Time of Registration

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

<20 20‐29 30‐39 40‐49 50‐59 60‐69 70‐79

2013 18 205 57 30 9 3 0

2014 30 213 57 30 12 1 0

2015 32 293 82 24 17 1 0

2016 41 281 71 21 12 4 0

2017 32 268 84 28 8 2 0

Age of Dental Assistant Trainees at the Time of Issuance



IOWA DENTAL BOARD 2017 ANNUAL REPORT 18 

Licensure and Registration Data 

The following chart shows the number of current licenses, registrations permits on January 1 of the calendar 
year. 

 

*RDA = Registered Dental Assistant; QDA = Registered Dental Assistant with Qualification in Dental Radiography; XDA = Not-Registered Assistant with 
Qualification in Dental Radiography (licensed nurses). 
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Practice Data 

At the time of renewal in 2017, most dental hygienists reported working in a private solo or group practice, and 
indicated that they worked 30 hours or more per week. 
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Practice Data 

In 2017, 1,064 dental hygienists reported administering nitrous oxide as part of their practice of dental 
hygiene. 1,759 reported administering local anesthesia. The following data indicates the frequency with 
which dental hygienists typically administer local anesthesia. 
 

 

In 2017, most dental assistants reported working in private solo or group practices. 2,978 dental assistants 
reported that they worked 30 or more hours per week. 434 dental assistants indicated that they worked less 
than 30 hours a week. Approximately 100 dental assistants stated that they were not currently practicing; 
though, they were seeking employment. 
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2017 Renewal Data 
 
Biennial renewal allows the Board to gather ongoing data related to its licensees and registrants. The data 
provides the Board an opportunity to address needs by identifying trends. 
 
In 2017, dental hygienists, dental assistants, and local anesthesia permit holders were subject to renewal. 
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Expanded Functions 

Board rules allowing dental hygienists to perform expanded functions went into effect on October 21, 2015.  
In 2017, dental hygienists were asked, for the first time, to indicate what Level 1 expanded functions if any 
they perform. Dental assistants were asked for the same information. 
 

 
 
In 2015, two new expanded functions were added to the Level 1 expanded functions options for dental 
assistants: removal of adhesives and preliminary charting. 
 

 
 

In January 2017, the first group of Level 2 expanded functions auxiliary completed training at the University 
of Iowa College of Dentistry.  Eighteen dental assistants and 1 dental hygienist completed the training and 
became Certified Level 2 expanded functions providers. 
 
Only those who complete training in all Level 1 expanded functions may complete training in Level 2 
expanded functions procedures. 
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The Iowa Dental Board is staffed by dedicated, competent personnel who take their jobs and the 
Board’s mission seriously. Every day these experienced employees perform licensure and 
regulatory enforcement duties that enable the Board to protect the dental health of Iowans.   
 
IOWA DENTAL BOARD 
400 SW Eighth Street, Suite D 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309-4686 
 
HOURS: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday - Friday 
 
PHONE: 515-281-5157 
FAX: 515-281-7969 
E-MAIL: idb@iowa.gov 
WEB: www.dentalboard.iowa.gov 
 
          
Jill Stuecker 
Executive Director 
 
Phil McCollum 
Associate Director 
 
Christel Braness 
Program Planner 
 
David Schultz 
Investigator 

Dee Ann Argo 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Steve Garrison 
Program Officer 
 
Angela Davidson 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Amy Jackson 
Secretary 

 
IOWA  ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE 
Sara Scott, J.D. 
Assistant Attorneys General 
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